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The Interpreting Approach to the Liability for the Traffic Accident Involving

the Autonomous Vehicle from the Perspective of Dogmatics of Civil Law

Song Zongyu, Lin Chuanlin

Abstract ;: The characteristics of intelligence, safety, and risk of an autonomous vehicle technol-
ogy result in some predicaments that the subject responsible for traffic tort is unclear and the scope
of liability is blurred. In the dimension of dogmatics of civil law, the key issue is not only about
how to deal with the gap in the responsibility but also about providing reasonable explanation and
balancing multiple interests. Due to the weak Al attribute of autonomous vehicles, it should be" in-
strumented' by the civil law. From the perspective of the doctrine of tolerable risks, producers
shall not take liability for a traffic accident caused by risks of intelligence systems. When the car
holder is made liable for this, a distinction should be made between the highly automated driving
and the general auto driving. In the case of the highly automated driving, the liability for high—risk
operation may be referred to and applied, and in the case of the general auto driving, the current
law is applied in differentiated situations.

Keywords : Autonomous Vehicles; Civil Code; The Liability for Vehicle Traffic Accident; Arti-
ficial Intelligence; Product Liability
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